THE BRITISH EMPIRE
South Africa are themselves colonial powers, with
colonies and mandated territories for which they
are independently responsible.
A Product of History
The British Empire-and-Comrnonwealth has no
written constitution. Nor, of course, has Great
Britain herself; but the unwritten constitution of
the Empire is far less complete than that of the
mother country. For the Empire as a whole has
no Parliament of its own, no Cabinet of its own,
no central defence force or other executive power
of its own. The relations of the different parts of
the Empire to each other and to the whole are
essentially derived from their history and cannot
be understood without reference to that history.
The Empire is a product of evolution and develop-
ment, not of design. The process of change is con-
tinuous and has not ended. As the^ old relationship
of central authority and outer dependence between
the United Kingdom and the Dominions has
Gradually disappeared, new forms of connexion
ave taken and are continuing to take its place. In
that group of fully self-governing countries, the
links ^of partnership have acquired more practical
importance than the constitutional bond; and the
Crown, from being the means of central domina-
tion, has become the symbol of equal communion.
The Crown
Nevertheless, the Crown is still the constitu-
tional linchpin, if only because in law so much else
derives from the Crown. All through the British
Empire (except in Eire) the legislative power is the
King-in-Parliament, and executive Acts are done in
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